some said she practised economy to the extent of par-
simony. Certain it is that Miss Greville and M'lle
Rudersdorff used to beg the champagne from the major-
domo for the King of Wurtemberg on the occasion of his
visits to the Baden court. When her royal highness had
visitors her favourite refreshment, in the shape of a hard-
boiled egg in a tasse de lowllon, was invariably handed
round. Not to partake of it was to incur the displeasure
of the duchess. When the bluff old King of Wurtemberg
arrived the bouillon with the egg made its appearance. It
required practice to eat the egg with a spoon, it was so
very hard and so very slippery. The king could not
manage it; it was pitiable to see him driving the egg
round and round the bowl with his spoon. M'lle Ruders-
dorff, who was behind his chair, ventured to advise him.
'Your majesty must not do it like that/ she whispered;
'your majesty should thrust your spoon suddenly into the
egg; it is no good shilly-shallying with it/ (Danke
schon,' said his majesty, ' ach, es ist ja dock gar zu schreck-
lich!' Summoning all his courage the king made a drive
at the egg, the spoon slipped, and the egg flew out of the
cup and fell into the Duchess Sophia's lap. The king
roared with laughter and the duchess looked highly in-
censed."

But the stern, eccentric old duchess really had a kind
and generous heart. With great sacrifice Joseph Ruders-
dorrF managed to send Erminia to Paris, where she studied
for a short while with Bordogni. Instead of returning to
Dublin when her slender means were exhausted, she ac-
cepted the Duchess Sophia's invitation to come again to
Baden. Her friend was so delighted with the develop-
ment of her voice that she declared there was a great
career before her if she would persevere. In those dayse time of his.    376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